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San Francisco Police Department 


Jose Ines Garcia Zarate 
may face a prison term. 
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Defense attorney Matt Gonzalez (middle) comments after the jury in the Kate Steinle murder trial found Jose Ines Garcia Zarate 
not guilty of homicide charges in San Francisco. Garcia Zarate was found guilty of a lesser charge and will be sentenced later. 


Victim’s family: Parents, 
brother simply want to 
move on with their lives 


As they awaited the verdict in the trial of Kate 
Steinle’s accused killer, her parents and brother had 
one overriding wish. It had nothing to do with the 
severity of the defendant’s conviction. 

Above all, they wanted it to mark the end of a pub- 

lic profile they neither sought 
JOHN DIAZ nor enjoyed. Each media in- 

terview, each exploitation of 
Kate’s name for political gain, each still shot of her 
smile on television only amplified the anguish of their 
loss. Yet they also wanted to convey their apprecia- 
tion for the many strangers who, having heard their 


story, offered solace and assistance. 


“We just want to get this over with and move on 
with our lives, and think about Kate on our terms. 
Diaz continues on A13 


STEINLE MURDER TRIAL 


Video of exclusive interview 


Watch John Diaz’s sitdown with Kate Steinle’s family, 
including mother Liz Sullivan, above, father Jim Stein- 
le and brother Brad, at http://bit.ly/steinle_video. 
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Acquittal in 
ier slaying 


Lesser charge: 
Defendant is 
guilty of gun 
possession 


By Vivian Ho 


A jury handed a stunning 
acquittal on murder and man- 
slaughter charges to a homeless 
undocumented immigrant 
whose arrest in the killing of 
Kate Steinle on a San Francisco 
Bay pier intensified a national 
debate over sanctuary laws. 

In returning its verdict 
Thursday afternoon on the 
sixth day of deliberations, the 
Superior Court jury also pro- 
nounced Jose Ines Garcia Za- 
rate not guilty of assault with a 
firearm, finding credence in 
defense attorneys’ argument 
that the shot that ricocheted off 
the concrete ground before 
piercing Steinle’s heart was an 
accident, with the gun dis- 
charging after the defendant 
stumbled upon it on the water- 
front on July 1, 2015. 

Garcia Zarate, a 45-year-old 
Mexican citizen who was re- 
leased from County Jail before 
the killing despite a federal 
request that he be held for his 
sixth deportation, was convict- 

Steinle continues on A12 
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Renewed outrage: Verdict 
prompts criticism from 
Trump, conservatives 


By John Wildermuth and Rachel Swan 


The verdict in the shooting death of Kate Steinle gave 
President Trump a fresh tweeting point Thursday 
night in his campaign against illegal immigration, and 
provided a host of conservative politicians and com- 
mentators an opportunity to beat up on San Francisco. 

“A disgraceful verdict in the Kate Steinle case! No 
wonder the people of our Country are so angry with 
Illegal Immigration,” the president tweeted after a jury 
acquitted Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, who had been de- 
ported five times to his native Mexico, of murder and 
manslaughter charges in the July 2015 shooting of 
Steinle on Pier 14. 

Trump’s attorney general, Jeff Sessions, took aim at 

Reaction continues on A13 


Tax bill stumbles in Senate 
as GOP wrestles with deficit 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — Senate Re- 
publicans’ hopes to pass their $1.5 
trillion tax bill Thursday were 
dashed late in the day by a parlia- 
mentarian rule disallowing a “trig- 
ger” mechanism that would roll 
back proposed tax cuts if federal 
budget deficits come in higher 
than expected. 

The ruling by the Senate parlia- 


mentarian, after votes had been 
taken on a number of amend- 
ments, forced Republican law- 
makers behind closed doors, 
where they worked frantically to 
rewrite their bill. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
announced there would be no 
further votes until Friday as Re- 
publicans tried to resolve the is- 
sue. 

Official congressional estimates 


project that economic growth in 
the U.S. would not pay for the tax 
bill as Republicans have claimed. 
Two key Republican senators, 
Bob Corker of Tennessee and Jeff 
Flake of Arizona, have insisted on 
a trigger to allay their deficit con- 
cerns. Republicans were looking at 
possible ways to reduce the cost of 
the proposed tax cuts in the bill — 
most of them benefiting corpora- 
Tax continues on A10 


Stanford admits aid not only for needy 


By Nanette Asimov 


Stanford business school officials 
are admitting that for years they 
have given steep price breaks to 
preferred applicants while claiming 
the scholarships were only for 
needy students — and say they will 
close a glitch that allowed public 
access to thousands of confidential 
student financial aid records. 


A student discovered in Febru- 
ary that the files were accessible to 
all business school students and 
employees, and informed the school 
about the vulnerability. He also 
downloaded the information and 
spent months studying financial 
aid data from 2008 to 2015. The 
result was a 378-page statistical 
analysis that revealed the difference 
between the school’s claim of fairly 


awarded scholarships and what it 
had actually been doing. 

“All fellowships are need-based,” 
claims the school’s website, which 
was updated Wednesday. Before 
then, the site included an assurance 
that the business school “does not 
offer merit-based scholarships.” 

But it does discriminate — often 
favoring female applicants, interna- 

Stanford continues on A12 


Actor played lovable Gomer 
Pyle in 60s TV sitcoms. 
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Trump Franco’s 
discussing ‘The 

plan to Disaster 
replace Agent’ is 
Secretary bizarre but 
of State Rex seriously 
Tillerson. funny. 
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